
Farewell message from Professor Jonathan Clark AM

It is with great pride (and a tear in my eye) that I am
resigning as Chair of the Board of Directors of Head and
Neck Cancer Australia (HANCA). My pride stems from the
fact that so much has been achieved in such a short time. I
am very pleased to announce that A/Professor Puma
Sundaresan will be taking over as Chair. Puma is a
wonderfully talented radiation oncologist with amazing
empathy and compassion. She is also a dedicated
researcher. I could not have hoped for a better replacement
and my expectations of what Puma will achieve leading
the team are extremely high!

I would like to credit A/Professor Ardalan Ebrahimi, who
had the vision to establish HANCA six years ago. We
worked with a wonderful team of surgeons, nurses, speech
pathologists, psychologists, dietitians, radiation
oncologists, medical oncologists, physiotherapists, health
literacy experts, pathologists, and patients and carers from
across Australia in creating the Comprehensive Head and
Neck Cancer Education and Support (CHANCES) program
which forms the basis of the educational resources on the
HANCA website. 

The Beyond Five website launched in 2016. This was a
massive undertaking, but this resource has provided
valuable information to so many patients, their caregivers
and healthcare professionals. We changed our name from
Beyond Five to HANCA in 2020 following feedback from
our community that HANCA would have a broader reach
and to ensure people living with head and neck cancer
(HNC) find the information they need as easily as possible.

 

The name ‘Beyond Five’ was chosen to reflect the
functional, social, and economic burden that HNC places
on patients, not just in terms of cure rates (Five-year
survival) and the immediate side effects of treatment, but
beyond the point of cure. Patients live with effects of
HNC for the rest of their lives. It is displayed on their
faces for the world to see and it cannot be hidden. For
some, this leads to anxiety, depression, loss of
employment and social isolation. 

The HANCA website is the most comprehensive HNC
resource in the world. Since launching there has been
over 858,000 page views and 493,000 video / animation
downloads across the world, from Australia to Korea,
India, China the United States, Europe and beyond. The
appointment of Nadia Rosin as CEO was an important
milestone, and I am greatly indebted to her. Nadia has
expertly led operations at an executive level. Her
dedication and talents have been essential to our
success. HANCA’s board has grown from a group of four
HNC surgeons to a multidisciplinary board comprising
nine directors with a diverse range of skills and
backgrounds, including lived experiences with HNC. The
addition of five Ambassadors has also made an
important impact on our understanding of the needs of
patients from a consumer perspective and helped us
reach HNC communities across Australia. 

My decision to step down has come as I have taken on
additional research responsibilities and whilst it is
difficult to let go, new leadership is needed to maintain
momentum, and build on a solid foundation. I look
forward to watching HANCA continue to grow into a
national organisation with a powerful impact on reducing
the cancer burden in some of Australia’s most
disenfranchised cancer patients. 
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It is an honour and privilege to take on the role of HANCA
Board Chair. I thank Professor Jonathan Clark AM, the outgoing
Chair, for his outstanding contributions that have led the
organisation from concept through to what it is today.
Professor Clark was a founding Director and appointed
inaugural Board Chair for Beyond Five in 2016, which evolved
to be HANCA in 2020.
 
His leadership and passion were instrumental in establishing a
national charity to address some of the unmet needs of HNC
patients and their carers: the need for high quality, evidence-
based information and support regarding their type of cancer,
its treatments and impact - physical, psychological and
emotional. His vision has seen the charity build strong
foundations centred around people affected by HNC and
supporting them as they navigate the incredible challenges
posed by their illness as well as their treatments.

 
I would also like to acknowledge the phenomenal work undertaken by the HANCA Board of Directors, and the CEO
Ms Nadia Rosin. One of the Board’s important achievements in 2020 under Professor Clark’s leadership, was the
development of the 2020-2023 HANCA Strategic Plan that sets the direction for the charity’s work and priorities
including:
 
-Raising awareness of HNC nationally to increase early diagnosis and encourage prevention.
-Providing vital support to empower patients and carers to better navigate their HNC journey.
-Influencing public policy to advocate for dedicated public sector funding for HNC prevention and patient care.
 
I look forward to working with the Board and CEO to help guide the next phase of HANCA’s important work in
supporting people affected by HNC across Australia.

 

Our voluntary Board of Directors include former HNC patients, family members and leading HNC clinicians who are
all passionate individuals dedicating their time and expertise to our mission of improving the quality of life of
everyone affected by HNC through education and access to support and to raising awareness of HNC nationally.
Read more about our Board Directors here.

MESSAGE FROM OUR NEW CHAIR

OUR BOARD
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Graeme Lewsey, CEO of the Melbourne Fashion
Festival, has hit the ground running since
becoming Head and Neck Cancer Australia's
Victorian Ambassador in March 2021. 

Thank you Graeme for sharing your #HNC
journey in the May issue of Vogue Australia
helping to raise awareness of #HNC, including
the 385% increase in tongue cancer incidence in
young women despite a reduction in smoking
rates. Read here.

New Oral Cancer website launched
Did you know that three Australians are
diagnosed with mouth (oral) cancer every day?
The earlier mouth cancer is diagnosed, the better
the chances of recovery. 

Dental Health Services Victoria has recently
launched a new online resource providing oral
health professionals with the information they
need to have potentially life-changing
conversations with patients about individual risk 

Visit: http://oralcancerhub.org.au. 
 

Head and Neck Cancer Australia was invited to host
the breakfast earlier this year by Dr Katie Allen,
Federal Member for Higgins and Senator Deborah
O’Neill, Co-Chairs of the Parliamentary Friends of
Cancer Care and Cure group. 

HNC is one of the least supported cancers in
Australia. Raising awareness of HNC will help
Members of Parliament to better understand the
challenges that exist for people living with HNC and
the importance of public sector funding, consistent
with other more common cancer types, to raise
awareness and give the more than 5,000 people
who are diagnosed each year the best treatment
options and subsequent quality of life possible.

 

HEAD NECK CANCER AWARENESS
PARLIAMENTARY BREAKFAST

We are pleased to advise
that the Head and Neck
Cancer Awareness
Breakfast postponed due to
Covid 19 has been 
re-scheduled to Wednesday
11 August at Parliament
House in Canberra. 

#HNC IN THE MEDIA

  

HOW CAN YOU HELP? 
Send the invitation to your Federal MP and/or
Senator and encourage them to attend to help
ensure we have representation from all States

and Territories across Australia. 

FREE #HNC RESOURCES 

Did you know that HANCA sends out free
resources to hospitals, GP and dental clinics to
support newly diagnosed patients? Order today.

The HANCA website also includes a
comprehensive library of  information sheets,
animations, videos and podcasts including a new
webinar presented by Dr Aoife McGarvey as part
of our HNC Outreach Webinar Series, talking
about Physiotherapy and Lymphoedema Therapy
after cancer treatment. Watch here.

Thank you to the Western & Central Melbourne
Integrated Cancer Service for supporting the
webinar series. 
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https://www.facebook.com/hncanceraus/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVtouquhj0i97j8RzhvtksERrSkutkk10WGs-T8d1bRfoVKtEvjanktk6FNAOIToh_BmpbES7uYvwhrmgDTPZaBzoD0zneIXs09HNmlxxalpgPCSm0w_DfGd2mssqbdO7m9qKgh1GpQ4dblE_MCzhvB9IZo4DVoWuB2SM4Kf9cIxHDXa_RePcDOtOiDKVcoGas&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/VogueAustralia/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVtouquhj0i97j8RzhvtksERrSkutkk10WGs-T8d1bRfoVKtEvjanktk6FNAOIToh_BmpbES7uYvwhrmgDTPZaBzoD0zneIXs09HNmlxxalpgPCSm0w_DfGd2mssqbdO7m9qKgh1GpQ4dblE_MCzhvB9IZo4DVoWuB2SM4Kf9cIxHDXa_RePcDOtOiDKVcoGas&__tn__=kK-R
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https://www.headandneckcancer.org.au/for-healthcare-professionals/order-resources
https://www.headandneckcancer.org.au/health-and-wellbeing/physiotherapy-and-lymphoedema/physiotherapy-lymphoedema-webinar
https://www.westernhealth.org.au/Services/Cancer_Services/Pages/Multidisciplinary-Care-and-Western-Central-Melbourne-Integrated-Cancer-Service.aspx


 

Host a Soup for the Soul and WIN!

Soup for the Soul is the only event of its kind in Australia
raising awareness and vital funds to support people
affected by head and neck cancer. The idea is simple, just
get your family, friends, colleagues or community together
over a bowl of soup. By sharing a bowl of soup we hope to
nurture everyone affected by head and neck cancer and the
people who care for them.

Raise over $500 and you will also be in the draw for a
chance to win either: a KitchenAid Artisan Deluxe Stick
Mixer kindly donated by Harvey Norman and valued at
$289.00; OR two cookbooks kindly donated by Better Read
Than Dead , Emma Gallaway's 'My Darling Lemon Thyme
Every Day' (valued at $49.99) and Justine Schofield's 'The
Slow Cook' (valued at $39.99). 

REGISTER TODAY AND RECEIVE A FREE S4TS HOST KIT.

 

World Head and Neck Cancer Day is held on 
27 July each year. It’s an opportunity to raise
awareness about HNC and acknowledge the
impact it has on people affected in our community.

Every day 14 people in Australia are diagnosed
with a type of HNC and over 17,000 people are
living with the side effects of treatment. 

This WHNCD follow us on social and share our
posts to help spread the word. 

S4TS Host Kit: 
bunting, posters, stickers, awareness ribbons
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LOOKING FOR A
SUPPORT GROUP?

Hayley was only 27 years old when she was
diagnosed with Sinonasal Adenocarcinoma, an
extremely rare and very aggressive type of HNC. The
diagnosis changed her life. After treatment, Hayley lost
all sense of taste and smell forever. Two years later she
was given the devastating news that her cancer had
recurred and was terminal.

Hayley is determined to drive home the message that
more needs to be done to raise awareness of HNC.

Please show your support and make a tax-deductible
donation before 30 June so that together we can stand
with Hayley and others living with HNC to ensure their
voices are heard. 

DONATE TODAY

Click here to read more about Hayley. 

Thank you to #HNC supporter
Amanda Keleher and the
Wynnum Manly Quota Club in
Queensland for your generous
$500 donation presented to
HANCA Ambassador, Marty
Doyle. 

Mandy was diagnosed with
mouth cancer in 2020 and is
determined to raise
awareness to promote early
detection of #HNC to give
patients the best possible
treatment outcomes. 

EARLY DETECTION SAVES LIVES - 2021 TAX APPEAL

THANK YOU

Did you know the Find
Support page on the HANCA
website lists all #HNC
support groups in Australia?
Many of the groups are
organised by former patients,
carers and healthcare
professionals and everyone
is welcome to attend
including patients, family
members and friends. 

Search by State or Territory.

CLINICAL TRIAL
GRANTS IN CANCER
SURVIVORSHIP AND
SUPPORTIVE CARE

In partnership with the Victorian
Government Cancer Council
Victoria is offering up to $1.5
million to build capacity in cancer
survivorship and supportive care
clinical trials to improve equity of
access in Victoria.

Eligibility criteria and application
information can be found here.

Head and Neck Cancer Australia Limited
T: 1300 424 848 
E: contact@headandneckcancer.org.au 
W: www.headandneckcancer.org.au
ABN: 44600709733
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